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E | CONSIDERED IN A 
CIRCULAR'LETTER 
= FROM THE 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 


Aſſembled at KeETTERING, in NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 


June 5, 6, and 7, 1781; 


Maintaining the important Boctrines of three equal Perſons. in 


the Godhead; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification by the Imputation of Chrilt's Righteouſ- 
neſs; efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of 
Saints; and the Independency, or congregational Order of, the 


Churches of Chriſt inviolable. | 8 | 7 : 
| | FEA. 


* 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting at Nottingham, Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton - in- 
the-Elms, Arneſby, Foxton, Clipſtone, Oakham, Soham, Ket- 

tering, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, Carleton, and 


St. Alban's ; as alſo the many Churches not yet in the Aﬀociation, * 


Who, notwithſtanding, countenance it, by the Attendance of 
their Miniſters and many of their Members :;— 


Dear Brethren, © 


EING met at the time and place appointed, and after unitedly 
D paying our grateful acknowledgments to our gracious Gp for the 
tavour, and ſeeking his preſence and bleſſing, we pgoceeded to the peruſal 
of the letters from the ſeveral Churches, and were, we truſt, ſuitably 
affected with the different accounts tranſmitted to us. We greatly lament 
the low eſtate of religion in Jome of the Churches, and rejoice in the 
comparative proſperity. of others. 'We with that all may be ſtirred up to 
greater ferwency, and frequency in perſonal and | ſocial prayer, to the 
trengthening the things which remain, that are ready to die. A ſupine 
ind indolent ſpirit, ought to be dreaded, and watched againſt, And 


OY 


every duty performed as in the fight of God, and proſpect of eternity. 


We entreat you to ſearch the ſcriptures with diligence, deliberation, and 
prayer; in order to an encreaſing acquaintance with the truth, as it is in 
jeſus. That being unden it's genuine influence, you may walk as be- 


cometh ſaints, and adorn. the doctrines of Gop your Saviour in all things; 


for which purpoſes, take care of grieving the Spirit of Gop in any inſtanee. 


Look 


a 


NATURE of FAI T H, 
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Look to him for thoſe illuminating, enlivening, and ſanctifying influences; 
which are abſolutely neceſſary to evidence your relation to Chriſt, and 
right to eternal glory. Take care of a light and trifſing ſpirit in religion. 
Conſider, that thoſe ſubjects which involve your eternal intereſt, and 
from whence vour ſupport, and comfort as chriſtians, immediately flow, 
undoubtedly claim a precedence in your eſteem, and demand your cloſet 
attention, and moſt diligent enquiry ; in order to a proper acquaintance 
with their ature, and genuine tendency. Several things are repreſented 
in ſcripture as neceſſarily connected with ſalvation ; it thereiore become; 
every expectant of glory, if he would not be aſhamed of his hope, 10 
examine impartially what thofe things are, and whether he is or is not the 
happy ſubject of them. | | 

In our ſeveral annual letters we have endeavoured to explain and re. 
commend to your ſerious conſideration, various truths of infinite im- 
portance ; which we wiſh may be reviewed with attention and care, [{ 
you are the happy ſubjects of God's ſalvation, you will cordially receive 
and deſire increaſing acquaintance with it's various attendants. And of 
all the lovely train, there is nothing by the oracles of truth more fully and 
frequently aſſerted as inſeperably connected wich it, than repentance to. 
cards Gor, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; which were the common 
grand topics of apoſtolic miniſtrations. 


In our laſt letter we treated of the former, and we hope 1t will not be 


thought unſeaſonable now to adreſs you on the ſubject of goſpel Faith, 
about the nature of which, many chriſtians ſeem greatly perplexed, 
owing perhaps, in ſome meaſure, to inattention ; not duly conſidering the 
different 2 in which the term is uſed, not only in ſcripture, but in 
common converſation. In order therefore to obtain clear and determinate 
ideas of ſpecial faith, it may be proper to make a few explanatory re- 
marks reſpecting faith in general. 

1. By faith is ſometimes intended uprightneſs, or the virtue of integrity; 
as in 2 'Thel. 3. 2. Deut. 32. 20. Rom. 3. 3. Math. 23. 23. In tie 
ſame ſenſe it is uſed in common ſpeech. Hence a treacherous, peridioc: 
conduct in nations to each other, is called a breach of public faith. 

2. It frequently refers to the power of working miracles, as in Mats. 
17. 20. Mark 2. 5. Acts 14. 9. and in various other places in the new 
teſtament. And the ſame term is ſlill uſed in a ſenſe ſomewhat ſimilar. For, 
when miraculous productions are now aſcribed to men; or marvelous effects 


So in common language faith is uſed to expreſs the things believed, 23 


well as the act of believing. When a perſon has made a declaration ©! 


. r ©) * A . . 
Agreeable to this neceſa g Kah: and common diflinQion, the ſcrip- 
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tures treat of the ſaints moſt holy faith; which faith the great and profound 


apoſtle gives a clear and comprehenſive definition of in a few words, when 
he enters on the important ſubject in his letter to the believing Hebrews, 
chap. 11. v. 1. Now faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not ſeen. I he firit part of the definition ſeems to reſpect things 
believed, or the ſubſtance and compendium of truth; which bein 
precious to the re::] believer, is therefore repreſented as the object of his 
hope, and which he longs for the enjoyment of. Oiedively conſidered, 
Chriſt and the ſubſtance of goſpel! truths are called faith, being what 
every real chriſtian believes, or in which he places full confidence as 
matters of fact. Though no cliriltian, while in this world, is fully ac- 
quainted with the whole compaſs of truth, yet being taught of Goo, they 
are all led into the u or ſulſiance of it. For we knot in part, and 
propheſy in part. 1 Cor. 13.9.) If any man will do his will, he ſhall 
know of the doctrine * which is according to godlineſs. + For the meck 
he will guide in judgment, the mec he will teach his way, 1 Being all 
brought to acknowledge and confide in the ſubitance of truth relating to 
ſalvation, they are exorted to contend carnellly for the fafth, as delivered 
to the ſaints, Jude 3. And to ſtand fait in the faith, (1 Cor 16. 13.) To 
ſtand faſt in one ſpirit and one mind, ſtriving together for the faith of the 
goſpel. (Phil. 1. 17.) Thus it is ſaid Paul preached the Faith which he 
before deſtroyed, Faith, in the ſenſe in which we now ſpeak, is in ſcrip— 
ture repreſented as the matter of juſtification, It was accounied to 
Abraham for righteouſneſs, (Rom. 4. 3--9.) 1. e. not the things which he 
aid, but what he believed was the ground of his acceptance with Gon. 
For the juſt ſhall live by his faith. But alas, how many have been tofled 
io and fro with the winds of falſe doctrine, and inſtead of holding faft their - 
mnfidence, have made fhipavreck of faith, and loſt all conſciencious regard 
to truth. 'Ihis was the lameiittation of the apoſtle, for in his day the 
propagators of error overthrew the faith of ſome. Sce 1 Tim. 1. 19. 
Thef. 1. 13. Tim. 5.12. 2 Lim. 2. 18. That is, they did not abide in, 
but departed from, the doctrine of Chriſt, 2 John 9. Oh that the ſeveral 
Churches we repreſent, and now addreſs, may ever continue as ſteady 
pillars in ſupport of truth! That Jeſus may ſay of each, as he did to the 
nurch of Pergamos, Thou holdeſt taſt my name; and haſt not denied 

y faith. Rev. 2. 13. 

The ſecond branch of the apoſtles definition relates to faith /abjefiwvely 
onſidered, or the $ act of believing ; which he obſerves, Is the evidence 
f things not ſeen, Believing appears to be nothing more nor leis than 
lhe prevalence of evidence in the mind. Without evidence real, or 
uppo/ea, there can be no believing. A man cannot believe that to be 

A 2 true 


fJohn 7, 17. + 1 Tim. 6. 3. 1 Pf. 25.9. 
Some are ſo curiouſly critical (or captious) as to be diſpleaſed with thoſe who 
il believing an a#. It is not an ad they ſay, becauſe © a man cannot help believing 
nen evidence appears ſufficiently clear.“ Can a perſon help defiring that which he 
teems the chief good? Aredeſires therefore no acts? The mind cannot help ibinking, 
ire thoughts no acts on that account? It is ſtrange, that becauſe a man cannot avoid 
ing, therefore he does not act at all. If believing be not an act of the mind, there 
e no mental acts of any kind. For there is no mental act in which perception, and 
lien, Is more concerned. : 
to compare believing to reſpiration, perſpiration, and the circulation of our blood, is 
v darken council with words without knowledge ; ſeeing none of theſe motions f 
umal nature, are the effects of underſtanding and choice; and therefore are 2 
crimin 


2141 OM 


true which he does not think is a fat; and none can think that a fag 
which he imagines there is no reaſon to believe is true. It would not be 
more abſurd to ſay, a man may be well acquainted with that of which he 
is ignorant, than to aſſert a man may believe that to be true, which he 
apprehends there is no evidence of it's reality? Faith may be falſe, a, 
well as feigned: but even the belief of a lie, ſuppoſes the perſon appre. 
hends it is a fad when he believes it. Faith, whether true or falſe, na. 
tural or ſpiritual, is a crediting report made, or repreſentation given, ot 
perſons and things. Faith in, and diſbelief of what is reported, whether 
relating to things /acred, or civil, are the neceſſary effects ariſing from 
the different apprehenſions perſons form of the * Sw produced in fa. 
vour of the reality of what is deſigned to be propagated. When perſon; 
relate matters of fact, from their own knowledge and obſervation, evid-n: 
in ſuch a caſe will to others appear clear, or doubtful, according as their 
opinions are of the judgment, and integrity, of thoſe by whom the repor 
is made, This being the caſe, deſigning men have always pretended tg 
conſiderable advances towards perfection, and infallibility ; knowing that 
the greateſt abſurdities will be generally credited, provided the propagator; 
of them be held in reputation for wiſdom, and uprightneſs. On the 
other hand, perſons of the greateſt integrity and conſumate underſtanding, 
as the bleſſed Jeſus, and the holy prophets and apoſtles were, have through 
prejudice been diſregarded, and their well-authenticated teſtimony treated 
with contempt, through the ſubjects inſiſted upon being diſagreeable 90 
the corrupt diſpoſitions of men; and contrary to their pre-conceived idea; 
and prevalent opinions. The enemies to divine truth have in all ages 
reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, in reſpe& of the evidence he has given of 1t's 
reality and nature. Therefore ſeeing ſuch receive not the truth in the 
love of it, that they might be ſaved ; for this cauſe Gop ſhall ſend them 
ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe a lie; that they all might be 
damned who believe not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſnels, 
2 The. 2. 10, 11. Such deluded ſouls were led to a falſe faith, or the 
belief of a lie, through enmity to the truth, and a regard to the ſigns and 
lying wonders referred to in verſeg Again, it may be proper to obſerve, 
that faith, or believing, may ſimply relate to the exiſtence of perſons, or 
things, without including their adhering qualities; becauſe we hare 
evidence of the being or reality of various perſons and things whole pro- 
perties we can have no faith in, thoſe not being explained in the report 
concerning them. But where qualities, or their true nature, whether 
good or bad are likewiſe deſcribed, faith, in ſuch a caſe, is eſſentially de- 
ficient, unleſs theſe are believed to be what they are, as well as the 
exiſtence of that to which they belong or adhere. There may be faith 
in the reality of perſons and things where there is none in the reporred 
quality or character. For inſtance, every one to whom the report has 


come, believes there has been a ſucceſſion for ages, of perſons at Rome 
| called 


eriminal nor commendable. The greateſt villain may ſweat profuraty, have good lungs 
and a regular pulſe; and a good man may have an aſthma, or in an high fever 
without jncurring guilt; otherwiſe it would be a horrid fin to die; ſeeing a tote 
eeſſation of animal motion, does then take place. It might be proper for ſuch adcp! 
in criticiſm, to try their ſkill in ſettling the point with the apoſtle James, who ſpraxet: 
in this wiſe, ** Thou believeft there is a God thou doeft well,” James 2. 19. There: 
need of a critical expoſition of the apoſtle's words, for the benefit of the public; tha 
they may learn how to de vel without doing any thing; or how well aving compor! 
with the idea of total inactivity. | 
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fact WM called popes; but though it has likewiſe been reported that they were 
be Peter's ſucceſſors, and Chriſt's vicegerents on earth, yet bleſſed be Gov, 
he many have no faith in chat matter, becauſe on due examination there is 
| ke no proof, or evidence, to ſupport the claim. On the other hand, the 
, as WI Jews believe that jeſus Chriſt was in the world, but though there is Fall 
pre. evidence of his being the A, yet they have no faith in him as ſuch, 
na MW owing to enmity againſt him, and criminal inattention to the concurrent 
, of W teſtimony of the ſcriptures of truth, which their fathers fulfilled, in con- 
ther demning of him. They do not ſæe that the moſaic diſpenſation was done 
from away in Chriſt, not through want of evidence, which ſhines with more 
fa- than meridian brightneſs, but becauſe of the blindneſs of their hearts: 
ſons upon which there is a veil to this day, and will remain till ſovereign grace 
Hence ſhall turn them to the Lord.“ Once more; faith frequently, in common 
their affairs, as well as in religion, reſpects intere/t and claim. But to ſupport 
port ſuch a belief requires evidence of a relative nature. Who ever laid claim 
d to to a kingdom, or even a cottage, merely on account ct believing the 
that Ml deſcription of it. However firm a perſon's perſuaſion be ot the exiſtence 
ator; MW of ſuch a place, and though he likewiſe believes that it is beautiful for 
| the MW fituation, yet common /en/e checks pretumpuon, and teaches the neceſſity 
ling, of evidence of per/onal right, in order to appropriating faith, or a believ- 
ouph MW ing it is his own. Dear brethren, we with it to be obſerved and remem- 
ceatcd MI bered, that believing of every kind is founded on evidence. A perſuaſion 
le o however frm, which his no evidence to /upport it, is not faith, but 
ideas fancy. 4 

ages Theſe few general obſervations we hope, if duly conſidered, will tend 
f its to make the /cripzure account of true faith, more eaſy to be underſtood 
in the and likewiſe to illuſtrate the apoſtles definition of it's complex nature, 
them 1. e. as it relates to the zhings believed, and the ad of believing things 
ht bel unſeen: which may, with the ſtricteſt propriety, be {aid to ariſe from zhe 
{nels WW evidence of inviſible realities, 
or the Having made theſe few general remarks for the purpoſe of ellucidatin 
is and the ſubject, we ſhall now endeavour to explain the nature of ſaving faith, 
ſerve, or that believing with which the ſalvation of the ſoul ſtands connected in 
ns, ot the ſcriptures of truth. And as we live in a period wherein the rature 
hareſ of faith is not only miſunderſtood by many proteſſors, but it's recefiry 
e pro- denied, and a dull, partial morality made the all, or whole of religion; 
report] it is therefore equally neceſſary we ſhould endeavour to point out it's real 
hetherW ingertance. As it is your ecihcation and comfort, in connection with 
ly de- Gop's glory, which we have principally in viev/, and wiſh to promote, 
as the we therefore intreat you, dear brethren, to unite with us in fervent ſup- 
fait plications to the divine throne, for a bleſfing to accompany the attempt, 
eported that it may not be in vain, but crowned with great ſucceſs. 
"It has By faith in Jeſus Chriſt we underitand a cordial belief of the truth, 
RomcM as it is in him, or related to him. And a true ſcriptural faith in the Son 
calle of Gop is divided in the volume of inſpiration, into three diſtinèt 

branches, which, as we have obſerved, is the cale reſpecting faith in 

| "EY common. | 8 
a tot Firſt, believing that things declared in the report of the goſpel con- 
h adcpi cerning the Saviour, are real fs, and not fables. Evidence of their 
- being ſo, ariſeth from a conviction of the divine original of the holy 
ic; wal} {criptures, which tellity of him. 
ompott There 


* 2 Cor. 3 1316. 
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There is ſufficient evidence that holy men ſpake as they were moved by 
the holy 3 Were men quite impartial, and diligent in their enquiriey 


into the divinity of the ſcriptures, they would be conſtrained to acknoy. 
ledge them as the true ſayings of Gop. And if the teſtimony of men 
be received and credited, ſurely the teſtimony of Gop is greater. Who 
that conſiders the nature of deity, and humanity, and obſerves a contra- 
difion in the reports made by them, can forbear ſaying, Let Gad he true, 
and every man a liar. Rom. 3. 4. ; 

The things relating to Chriſt's perſon as Gov, and his complex capa- 
city as Emanuel, Gop in our nature, are aſſerted, and their truth de. 
monſtrated in the ſacred pages. The language by which ſuch truths are 
therein revealed is plain and ſtrong, ſuited to convey itelligence and 
carry conviction to every conſciencious enquirer. The ſame may be ſaid 
concerning his offices, undertakings, relations, blood, and obedience, 
And thus ſaith the Lord ts a ſufficient evidence of matter of fact, though 
in various inſtances the nature and modes of truth eſtabliſhed by his 
authority, may infinitely tranſcend the comprehenſion of finite beings. 
But, in ſuch inſtances, Gop does not require men to believe how things 
are, the modus or manner of which are not explained, or revealed. That 
would be to require faith without evidence of fact, contrary to his <u7/d1:, 
and equity, It is criminal not to believe the myſtery of godlineſs, and 
that it is without controverſy great. But the my/ferreus nature of a revealed 
truth is neither the o&je# of faith nor the /a4jc4 of human underſtanding. 
No reaſonable objection can be made againſt God's requiring his creatures 
to believe the reality of divine nyſteries, or that ſome things are, though 
the manner Hoa they are, remain an impenetrable ſecret ; ſeeing it is the 
fame in a vaſt variety of inſtances, reſpecting faith in common, or the 
general belief of mankind, in regard to the things of nature. Ihe 
doctrines of gravitation, and cohefron of matter are generally believed, 
though no one pretends to know, or believe bow thele things are. 

In regard to the various doctrines, and ordinances of the goſpel, they 
are fo intelligibly made known in the ſcriptures, that men have believed, 
and may without ſupernatural illumination, believe and deſend them, con- 
fdered imply as matters of fact. Simon the ſorcerer, believed, and was Wor, 
baptized. And many believed for a time who forſcok Jeſus and walked . 
no more with him. Thou believeſt ſays St. James, there is a God, thou {Wnig 
doeſt well; but the devils believe and tremble. Satan believed and «c- Wa 
knowledged, as well as the apoſtle Peter, that Jeſus was the Chriſt the Son ei 
of the living Gop.* Such a faith is ſo far right, and abſolutely neceſſary Moo 
to ſalvai.on ; for, ſaith the redeemer, except ye believe that I am he, d Mn: 
ſhall die in year fins. F But though neceſſary, it is awfully deficient, as Wer 
it does not prove it's ſubjects to be in a ſafe ſtate; it does not influence to Wo 
love and obcdience, but is dead, being alone. James 2. 17. Therefore aur 

Secondly, True faith, or a believing unto righteouſneſs, includes in Wie! 
it an approbation of Chriſt, and the goipel. For in the word of Gop not pe 
only the reality of things are eſtabliſhed, but their nature, and gualitici, Mor 
are declared, and exhibited. Therefore, as the apoſtle obſerves, it is not f 
only à faithful ſaying (or what may be depended upon as a fact, but ro 
likewiſe) worthy of all acceptation, (as containing intelligence infinite) Wpe 
good, and deſirable, as well as true,) that Jeſus Chriſt came into the li 
=vorld to ſave ſinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. The preciou/re/s of Chriſt, and the 

Suitablenejs 


* Mark 3. 11. + John 8. 24. 
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uitableneſs of the goſpel to the helpleſs and miſerable condition of guilty 
men, are ſubjects on which the ſcriptures copiouſly treat, and beautifully 
illuſtrate their intrinſic worth and ſoul-ſaving efficacy; and which only 
true chriſtians really credit and cordially embrace: for though the carnal 
profeſſor may be /ound in the faith, as it relates to the 7heory of religion, 
and believes the /me things conſidered ſimply as a HHem of eitabliſhed 
as, which the real chriſtian does, yet being under the dominion of fin, 
and deſtitute of ſpiritual diſcernment, he does not behold the beauty of 


divine truths, and therefore does not believe an eential part of the goſpel 
report; but reſpecting their intrinſic value, tranſcendent excellency, and 
infinite 


lory, they are unlelie vers though they give a cold aſſent to 
various things, as matters of fact, yet in reſpect of the marrow, and /out 
of the goſpel, on which the ſaints rat, and by which they are influenced, 
they have no faith. Hence thoſe who receive not the truth, in the love of 
it, that they might be ſaved, arc abſolutely deicribed, and treated as 
unbelievers. 2 Theſ. 2, 10, 11. Thoſe who have no faith in the /aweline/5 
of Chriſt, and to whom the evidence of goſpel glory is id, are deltitute of 
an intereit in ſalvation, having believed in vain.* Byt thoſe who receive 
and Fully credit the goſpel, conſidered as tidings of great joy, they not 
only believe the truth of the divine report, relating to fads, but the 
evidence of it's containing good 7idings of good things, they clearly per- 
ceive; and therefore earneſtly deſire the full poſſeſſion and enjoyment of 
them, Agreeable to the aforeſaid view of things, the apoſtle, when 
ſpeaking of true faith, as exemplified in the old teſtament ſaints, ſays, 
concerning Chriſt and goſpel bleflings, they were not only perſuaded of 
lem, as matters of fact, but embraced them as the chict good. Heb. 11. 13. 

You will perceive, dear brethren, the propriety of conlidering approba- 
% of Chriſt and the goſpel as eſſential to true faith, if you attend to the 
{criptural account of it, as influencing the minds of the godly, towards it's 
glorious object, and bleſſed author: and whilſt you read, we with you to 
reflect on your own experience, whether your ſouls have, or have not, 
It the genuine operations of this precious faith. It is neceſſarily pre- 
uppoſed in the goſpel, that the human race are in a guilty, impure, and 
ielpleſs ſtate ; for the end of Chriſt's incarnation was to procure pardon 
or, and convey purity to, the ſons of men. 

The dcſign of his offering up himſelf as a ſacrifice, was, that they 
might be delivered from puniſhment. He bore the threatened curle, 
nat they might eſcape the tremendous vengeance of the juſtly-offended 
Deity, and be brought into an happy ſtate of amity and friendſhip with 
ob; be rendered capable of ſerving him with chearful obedience, of 
njoying ſweet communion with him here, and uninterrupted felicity 
ereafter ; where their ſouls will ſce and enjoy the infinite beauty and 
wnty of Jehovah, for ever and ever. Theſe being the kind deſigns of 
ur condeſcending Saviour, he therefore has not only procured for 
dem, by his obedience and death, a legal title to perpetual bliſs, and 
pened a way to the celeſtial world; but in order that they may be frred 
or ſuch a fate of ſpiritual enjoyment, the Holy Gholt is ſent to convince 
i fin, and give them a due tenſe of obligation to their ſaviour, and a 
roper view of the moral perfections of the great Eternal. By his infinite 
perations, they become the ſubjects of new ſenſations, being made alive or 
lvered from the ſtate of ſpiritual inſenſibility, in which they lay, when dead 

1 
9 x Cor, 15. 2. - 


would be glad to eſcape approaching ruin, and flee from the doleful 


(8) 


in treſpaſſes and ſins. In conſequence of an internal change produced by 


the Spirit of Gop, the underſtanding, which was before in total darkness, 
reſpecting the ſpirituality of divine objects, now perceives the propriety 
of Jehovah's government, with the direful effects flowing from their unpro- 
voked revolt, and criminal oppoſition to his rightful authority; from 
thence intelligence is conveyed to the conſcience, of dreadful danger, and 
impending ruin. Conſcience being rouſed, aſcends the ſeat of judgment, 
and pronounceth the awful ſentence of death, in the molt terrific 
manner; thereby the paſſions are alarmed ; frar trembles, and the ina. 
gination pictures future miſery in ten thouſand awful forms; hope ſickens, 
and in agony expires ; the will is perplexed, and knowns not what to do; 


ſound damnation, which echoes through the ſoul. But where, O where 
can the ſinner run for ſafety, or how ſhall he be ſcreened from eternal 
tribulation, anguiſh, and unutterable woe? Former refuges fail, being all 
ſwept away by the deluge of wr:ith. And the frightened foul feels her. 
ſelf ſurrounded with the heart-ſearching omnipotent, in the character of 
a ſin-avenging Gop. In the above alteration, which by the Spirit of 
God is produced, and extended through the ſoul, 1s even included the 
primary, or firſt actings of faith, by which the ſcripture teſtimony con. 
cerning the vature of Gop; the equity, ſpirituality, extent, and per. 
Petuity of his law is credited, and approved as holy, juſt, and good ; and 
the divine ſolemn declarations reſpecting the hateful nature of fin, it's 
infinite demerit and damning tendency are no longer doubtful, but mo 
firmly believed, However, being now the ſubject of a principle which 
xeveres, and pays cloſe attention to the word of the Lord, and hear- 
ing of a ſaviour graciouſly provided for ſelf-ruined ſinners of th: 
human race; the guilty, but now renewed ſoul, is diſpoſed to make ; 
ferious and diligent enquiry into the truth of the reviving report, which 
being done, the important fact is found not only eſtabliſhed beyond 
doubt, but the evidences of the infinite ait and ſuitableneſs of Jer: 
the ſaviour, and the neceſſity of his great ſalvation, appear clear, ful, 
and deciſive, For the ſalvation in it's nature and extent, is adequate 
all the deſires and utmoſt wiſhes of ſuch a perſon, becauſe it conſiſts no: 
only in a freelom from the puniſhment due to him, but alſo from it 
power and pollution. This being the cafe, true faith operates in ew 
power of the foul. I. is with the heart man believeth unto righteouſne!: 
which believing is copiouſly deſcribed in ſcripture, as corre/ponding wit 
and exactly agrecing to, the various repreſentations of Chriſt, it's peculia 
object. In all which deſcriptions, evidence and approbation of the exc: 
lency of the truth believed, are connected, illuſtrated, and eftabliſhe! 
From the many inſtances which might be given, we ſhall ſelect t'- 
following few : | | 

1. Faith in Jeſus is called a receiving of him, John 1. 11. 12. Col. 2. 
and when ſo, it frequently reſpects the teſtimony concerning him beirn 
believed, and properly regarded. See John 3. 32, 33, 36. Thus, whe 
Paul beſought the Lord to ſhew him the path of duty, Jeſus appeared t: 
him and ſaid, get thee quickly out of Jeruſalem ; for they will not recen 
thy teſtimony concerning me, i. e. they would not believe it. Acts 22, 18. 
Chriſt is repreſented as a kind, compaſſionate viſitor,“ for he hath viſitec 
and redeemed his people, and ſays, I will ſee you again. Behold I ian! 


Gb» 


* Luke 1, 63, John 16-22, Rey. 2. 29» 
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at the door and knock, &c. Now when ſuch an idea of Chriſt is given, 
what ſo proper to repreſent the actings of faith towards him as a cordial 


reception of him, or the ſoul giving Jeſus an hearty welcome. Again, 
faith is called a receiving, becauſe Chriſt is ſet forth as Gop's unſpeakable 
gift to the ſons of men; believing in him as ſuch, is the ſoul's glad accept- 
ance of the ineſtimable favour. A gracious Gop ſays / give, the language 
of faith is I rake. Iſai. 42. 6. Pialm. 16. 13. Rev. 22. 17. 

2. Chrilt is frequently compared in the ſcriptures to a place of ſafety, 
and is repreſented by a refuge, an high tower, an houſe of defence, an 
hiding place, a covert :* and by other figures which tend to ſhew the ne- 
ceflity of an application to him for deliverance from danger, which con- 
victed ſinners view themſelves expoſed to without a poſſibility of eſcaping, 
but as found in him. This being the caſe, the deſcription of faith is 
beautifully diverſified, for believing in him conſidered as a refuge, &c. 
would be improperly called a receiving him as in the former inſtances, 
therefore it is denominated a fleeing, or running to him, and an abiding 
in him. He is to the ſaints an houſe of defence, to which they continually 
reſort, and has been their dwelling-place in all generations: for to him 
the righteous run and are ſafe, there being no condemnation to thoſe who 
are in Chriſt Jeſus. Hence the apoſtle, and with him every real chriſtian, 
wiſhes above all things to be found in him. Phil. 3. 9. 

3. If we conſider Chriſt as lifted up for the healing of wounded ſouls, 
as the braſen ſerpent was in tne wilderneſs, for the cure of the bitten 
Iſtaelites: In that reſpect, and in'every e/her in which he is ſet forth as 
an object to be viewed, faith in him, as ſuch, is called a /co4ing to him. 

His compaſſionate language to miſerable finners is, Behold me, behold 
me, Iſai. 65. 1. Look unto me all ye ends of the earth and be ye ſaved. , 
Accordingly it is written, They looked to him and were lightned, 
Pf. 34. 5. and faints run the race ſet before them, looking to Jeſus. They 
lee him who is inviſible, For though they now ſee him not with eyes 
of fleſh, yet believing, they rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory, 1 Peter 1. 8. 

4. He is called the hidden manna, the bread of life, and is to his 
people as rivers of water in a dry place. When ſo repreſented, believin 
in him is deſcribed by different terms, and illuſtrated by the natural acts 
of eating and drinking,4+ becaule the ſoul's ſupport and ſpiritual vigour is 
entirely dependent on him, who is it's meat indeed and drink indeed; 
therefore, faith in him as ſuch, is with the greateſt propriety, repreſented 
not by /oo&ing to him, as in the former cafe, but by wing vpen him and 
1 him, who is the only fit nouriſhment for immortal and heaven- born 

ouls. | 

5. When Jeſus is deſcribed as a liberal friend and generous benefaQor, 
or repreſented as a phyſician, captain, and counſellor, or whatever 
character amongſt men be brought to illuſtrate and ſet him forth, as one 
to whom the gathering of the people ſhould be; in thole caſes faith, or a 
believing in him, is, with beautiful propriety, called a coming to Vim. 
Hence he ſays, He that cometh unto me ſhall never hunger, and he that 
believeth in me ſhall never thirſt, John 6. 35.--37. Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reit, Matt. 11. 28. 

6. In a word, a cordial belief of divine truth is differently denominated, 
as the various articles of faith, relating to Jelus, are ueated of in the 

| ſacred 
* PC, 18. 2, Heb, 6, 18. Iſai, 32.2, + John 6. 33. to 38. : 
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ſacred ſcriptures, or his infinite excellencies deſcribed. For inſtsnes, 
believing is called a, truſting in him, when reſpect is had to his veracity 
and ability. I know, ſaith the apoſtle to Timothy, whom I have he. 
lieved, (or truſted) and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him againſt that day; and to the ſaints at Epheſus 
he ſays, In whom ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the goſpel of your ſalvation; in whom alſo after that ye believed ye were 
ſealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe, 1 Tim. 1. 12. Eph. 1. 13. Iti; 
evident that truſtisg and believing are uſed by him as ſynonimous terms, 
meaning the ſame thing; and there is nothing abſtruſe or dificult to be 
underſtood in the expreſſion; for what more common than to ſay of 2 

erſon of known integrity and unblemiſhed reputation, when any thing 
is declared or promiſed by him of which others doubt, J ig one that may 
be truſted, you may rely on his word : meaning you may believe what be 
ſays. And reſpecting a perſon of an oppoſite character, men of prudence 
frequently expreſs themſelves thus, We have no faith in what he re. 
1s lates ;, he is nat to be zra//ed; we cannot confide in him; we can have 
* no dependance on what he ſays; we can place no confidence in him,” 
The obvious meaning or defign in uſing the above terms is to expres 
one ſimple fact, which is, that ſuch a man is not to be believed, Thus i; 
appears, that the various names given to faith or believing, do not, f 
duly conſidered, render it's nature doubtful or difficult to be underſtood, 
which ſome have apprehended : But on the. contrary, there is a beanti/u/ 
and necef/ary diverſity and admirable propriety in the terms uſed by the 
Spirit of Gop,, in explaining the delightful and importar.t ſubject ; which 
we apprehend, if properly attended to, would convince the impartial en- 
quirer, that true faith conſiſts in a cordial belief of divine truth, arifing 
trom the evidence of it's reality and nature, 

We proceed briefly to conſider the third branch of faith, or faith as it 
reſpects perſonal intereſt in {piritual bleſſings. Believing in is ſenſe as 
much depends on evidence as either of the former. That which does not 
equally belong to all men, or is not every one's property, cannot fairly 
be claimed by any one, without giving evidence of perſonal right; tor 
thoſe whoſe right it is, mult have 5 by which their claim may be 
proved genuine, which others have not.“ 

Faith, in the ſenſe in which we now ſpeak, is a believing the divire 
teſtimony veſpecting who ar the ſons of GOD and heirs ef glory, We 
will you, dear brethren, to conſider, that the deſcriptions Gop has given 
of ſuch, do not relate to their natural bith nor their abilities. Their 
deſcent, condition, fituation, and connections in life, and every thing 
meerly of an external nature and kind, are immaterial. For Gon is no WW. 
reſpecter of perſons. Their internal diſpoſitions, and holy converſations, War 
are the only criteria by which they are diſtinguiſhed, 'I he Lord, throug a Wn 
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pe 
* Some indeed apprehend that all men ought to belieye that Chriſt is their's, ard Wt! 


they are his, becauſe they ſuppoſe his love and death extended equally to all the humn tte 
race. It is granted, that ſuch a faith or a firm perſuaſion of perſonal intereſt in Chriit WE 
is quite conſiſtent with the aforeſaid hypotheſis, For he who believes Chriſt loved and an 
dicd for every man, has as good a right (in his own apprehenſicn) as any man, to !ay 4 
be loved me, and gave bimjelf fer me: he cannet think otherwiſe, unleſs he happens t» oP 
doubt of his humanity. There is no need of perſonal holineſs to prove his claim. All Mi 
that is neceſſary in that caſe is to demonſtate he is one of the human ſpecies, and nat WW! 


a brute, for it is not likely that any will ſuſpe his being of the angelic order, in, 
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he riches of his ſovereign grace, makes them to differ from others and 
their former ſelves, and then minutely deſcribes the difference made, and 
kindly connects the promiſe of ſalvation to all the genuine actings of thoſe 


ew principles, of which they are the happy ſubjects. Thoſe only are 


the heirs of ſalvation to whom the Lord it's author declares it belongs. 


oaſequently none are warranted by the ſcriptures to believe the bleſſin 


ff the goſpel are their own, any further than as their characters anſwer to 


be deſcriptions given of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved. Some there are who 


ſem to be under an awful deluſion, apprehending that true faith and it's 
ſoul-deſtrutive oppoſite, unbelief, always reſpect perſonal intereſt. 'l hey 


ige men to believe firmly that Chrilt is their's, even while there is no 
widence from ſcripture, ſenſe, vr reaſon, that he is ſo. But though there 
no evidence of the thing believed being true, yet it will, it is ſaid, be 
ound a fa, if they can but firmly believe it; and to doubt of perſonal 
afety is accounted by ſuck the damning fin of unbelief.“ This ſentiment 
thought to be countenanced by the apoſtle's words, be that deute, is 
amnued, Rom. 14. 23. that is, F be eat, not otherwiſe. So that doubt- 
ng was not what Paul ſo ſeverely cenſured, but the eating of that which 
ke e had not ſatisfactory evidence was lawful to be partook of. In 
onſeq uence of which, ſo far as reſpected hat action, he ſtood condemned 
x his own conſcience, and likewiſe by Gop, and good men. Therefore 
very one ought to be perſuaded in his own mind, reſpecting what is 
awful and right, becauſe he who thinketh any thing unclean, to him it 
s unclean. And ſhould not every one be equally concerned to obtain 
widence of the reality of what he believes? For falſchood will never 
come a fact though men ſhould ſtrain every nerve in ſtriving to believe 
t. There is not the leaſt intimation in ſcripture, that a * ou2ht to 
ſelieve Chriſt is his own, in order that he hay be his; or that if a man 
an but firmly believe his fins are pardoned, all his tranſgreſſions ſhall be 
orgiven. The ſacred ſcriptures require no man to believe a thing is true 
hich is not previouſly revealed as a fact. For faith does not give exiſence 
0 what 15 believed, but the very exiſtence of /ai7h is owing to the evidence 
truth. A man would be treated as an idiot, were he to plead in a court 

B 2 of 


It is ſomewhat ſingular that this notion of faith, as conſiſting in an aſſurance of 
erſonal intereſt in Chriſt, which was in the laſt age reckoned a diſtinguiſhed tenet of 
noſe that were then called Antinomiant, ſhould be principally maintained by the molt 
alous Arminians of the preſent day. 
The-well-known leader of the 8 Mer bediſts has been frequently charged with 
vplicity and ungenerous artifice, but perhaps one inſtance which has been hitherto 
nnoticed, will be tound, upon examination, to gxceed theſe for which he has been 
dit ſeverely cenſured.---We refer to his moſt partial and mutilated abridgement of 
dent Edwerds's account of the life of David Brainerd; the original of which we fo 
armly recommended in our laſt annual letter. We ſhould apprehend that whoever 
ompares the genuine account with Mr. Weſley's extract in vol, xii, of his works 
briſtol edit. 1972) would be unable to forbear ſuſpecting that his grand defign in this 
rformance was under pretence of giving his people the ſubſtance of Mr. Brainerd's 
xperience, to Keep them from peruſing a book replete with the moſt ſtriking evidence 
| the holy tendency of the doctrine of grace. No publication we ever yet ſaw is 
tter calculated to ſap the foundation of Mr. Weſley's erroneous principles than 
e genuine life of Brainerd, It was therefore very politic, but very unfair, in this 
inner to curtail a hiſtory which has ſuch a tendency to confirm thoſe principles 
ch are called calviniſtic, and to give the moſt powerful confutation of Mr. Wefley's 
aal miſrepreſentation of them. He himiclf can hardly pretend to ſhew a more 
nent example of ſelf-denial, meekneſs, humility, forgiveneſs of injuries, zeal for 
00's glory, love to mankind, and an ardent thirſt after univerſal holineſs, &c. than 
lr. Brainerd, Yet it is molt evident, from the true narrative of his converſion, that 
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of judicature his right to an eſtate, merely upon his bein credibly in. 
formed, and therefore. firmly believed, there was one of great value, 
lying and being in ſuch a place: though he ſhould add that the belief of 
it's being his own, has afforded him unſpeakable pleaſure for a lang time; 


yea that he has not had one doubt reſpecting his title, for ſeveral years, 
ſuch ex would be regarded no further than as mournful indications 
a 


of inſanity. _. ; 
It might be well if perſons would try their {kill on things of leſs moment 
than what involves their eternal welfare; and if they find they are ſuc. 
ceſsful in converting common fal/oods into fads by the power of faith, 
then may they entertain ſome comfortable hope that all will be «ve// at 
laſt, provided they Fruly believe it, although at the preſent there is . 
22 from ſcripture, ſenſe, or reaſon, that they are in a ſtate f 
aſety. | 
But if they find they cannot convert one ſingle falſehood into à fad, 
they ought to be cautious, and tremble, leaſt what they believe wwith:ut 
evidence of it's reality, be ſwept away as a refuge of lies, and their foul; 
mourn at the Jaſt with bitter lamentations, that they.rejoiced in a thing 
of nought. f But dear brethren, we hope better things of you, though 
we thus ſpeak. You have not ſo learned Chriſt, if ſo be that ve. have 
heard him, and been taught of him, as the truth is in Jeſus, We beſcech 
ou to examine yourſelves whether you are in the faith ; whether you are 
included in the deſcription Gop has given of ſaints, as ſuch, in the 
ſcriptures of truth. Do you cordially receive and embrace Jeſus the 
ſaviour, for thoſe purpoſes for which he is given of Gop, as has been 
mentioned? If fo, ſuch a reception is an evidence you are born not cf 
blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of Goy, 
ohn 1. 13. And if children, then heirs, heirs of Gop; and joint hein 
with Chriit, It is the will of God that thoſe who have fled for refuge to 
— the 


it was plainly founded in a clear, ſtrong conviction and undoubting perſuaſion of the 
truth ot theſe things, appertaining to theſe doctrines which Arminians molt objec 


- againit, and which his own mind had contended mcit about before. And his religion 


all along operated in ſuch a manner as tended to confirm theſe doctrines. And be 
particularly declared, that when he lay a long while on the verge of eternity, he fav 
clearly the truth of theſe grand doctrines of the goſpel, which are juſtly ſtiled tte 
2 of grace, and never felt himſelf ſo capable oi demonſttating the truth d 
them. 230. 

All this Mr. W. with the moſt crafty and culpable care, has ſtudiouſly concealed, a 
well as Mr. B.'s ſentiments concerning the nature of faith, though Mr. B. fo ſtrenuouſy 
oppoſed that idea of it which Mr. W. maintains: and particularly when a little e- 
covered from that violent fit of illneſs at Boſton, about three or four months betot 
his death, he gladly embraced an opportunity which offered to bear a very full, plain, 
and open teſtimony againit that opinion that the e/ence of ſaving faith lies in believing 
that Chriſt died for me in particular; and that this is the ff act of faith in a true 
believer's cloſing with Chriſt---declaring, in a long conference with a gentleman wh 
had publicly defended that tenet, that the efſence of ſaving faith was wholly leit cut 
of that definition, and that he never had greater aſſurance of the ſalſeneſs of the prin 
ples of thoſe who maintain ſuch a faith, and of their dangerous and deſtrudtiv: 
tendency; or a more affecting ſenſe of the great deluſion and miſery of thoſe that ce 

nded on getting to heaven by ſuch a faith (while they had no better) than he late! 

ad when he was ſuppoſed to be at the point of death and expected every minute 
paſs into eternity. Compare p. 9, with Wefley p. 35.---p. 230, 231, with Welle) 
p 326.---p- 233, with Weſley 327.---p. 236, with Weſley 330. We recommend wit 
ones carneſtneſs Mr. Edwards's juſt obſervations on Mr. Brainerd's life, for whic! 

e received the thanks of ſeveral memhers of the claſſis of Amſterdam, the book 
Having been tranſlated in Holland, and was highly approved by the univerſity e 

trecht. 


Amos 6. 13. Prov. 5. 11. 
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the hope ſet before them, ſhould have ſtrong conſolation, for which purpoſe 


he has confirmed the promiſe of ſalvation with an oath—lſee Heb. 6. 17 19. 
The compaſſionate Jeſus has deſcribed the people who are bleſſed, and 
ſhall be bleſſed, as poor in ſpirit, holy and humble, mourning under a 
ſenſe of fin, and of a meek. and mercitul diſpoſition, hungering and 
thirſting after righteouſneſs, and being the ſubjects of heart purity, they 
long for full, conformity to Gop 7; they love to promote peace amongſt 
men, and yet their regard to divine truth is ſuch, that they are tor it's 
fake willing to forego the ſweets of ſocial friendſhip amongſt men, and to 
ſuffer perſecution and ſlander—ſee Matt. 5. 3--12. 

Thoſe who love Gop and his holy image wherever they ſee it, who 
approve of his authority, and hope in his mercy, or admire the equzy of 
his government, and the grace of his goſpel; in a word, thoſe who 
humbly depend upon Chriſt, and are truly devoted to him, to all ſuch, 
whether ourlelves or others, the promiſes of ſalvation are made, It is 
a revealed truth, that ſuch ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting lite; 
to which truch we are called by the authority of Gop, to give the fulleſt 
credit: for all of ſuch a deſcription may truly ſay, this is the record that 
Gop hath given to ws eternal life, and this life is in his ſyn. Now he that 
believeth this to his own comfort (if he be not deceived) hath zhe wvitneſs 
in him/elf, or a conſciouſneſs of his need, and approbatioa of Jeſus the 
ſaviour, £9 whom, and to whole cauſe, he feels a union of affection. For 
he that is joined to the Lord 1s of one ſpirit with him ce 1 John 5. 10--1 I. 
1 Cor. 6. 17. Thus being aſſured of the fact, by faith as founded on 
the divine teſtimony, it ſhould be the concern ot every ſuch believer to 
arrive at the aſſurance of hope, as to it's fulfilment in reſpect of themſelves 
in particular, It is an inconteſtable fact, that he that hath the ſou, hath 
life; and he that hath not the ſon, hath not life, John 5. 12. And 
whoſeever believeth as the ſcripture hath ſaid, ſetteth to his feal that Gop 
is true, John And he that believeth not Gop (reſpecting the 
final ſalvation of all that are ſpiritually united to Chriſt) hath made him 
a liar, becauſe he believeth not the record that Gop gave of his fon, who 
came to ſave his people not i but from their fins, Matt. 1.21. Be con- 
cerned, brethren, we entreat you, to diſcover the truth of your faith by 
your works ; ever remember that 1t 1s by holy obedience that your faith 
is proved to be of a genuine kind. I we ſay that aue have fellowſhip 
with GOD, and walk in darkneſs, ve lie, aud do not the truth. He that 
Jazeth I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is à liar, and the 
truth is not in him. He that ſayeth he abidcth in him, cught himſelf to 
wall even as he walked, We have not written to you becauſe you knows not 
the truth, but becauſe ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Theſe 
things we have written unte you that BELIEVE on the name of the ſon of 
Gob (with a cordial approving faith) at ye may KNOW ye have 
eternal life. And that ye may believe on the name of the ſon of Gop with 
appropriation as well as approbation—ice 1 John 5. 913. - 

You will perceive we hope, by what hath. been ſaid, the ſpecific 
difference between true faith and that cold unanimating aſſent, which 
formal and profane profeſſors may give to religious ſubjects; the reality 
and connection of which may be perceived, where &lindne/s prevails 
reſpecting the /pirituai glory and beauty of divine truth. Nor is real 


faith leſs diſtinguiſhable from thoſe groundleſs perſuaſions and airy fancies 
For ſcriptural faith is founded on a 
thus 


which elate the minds of ſome, 
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e faith the Lord, whether it relate to ſimple matters of fact bat 1b 
are, or their revealed nature and guality reſpecting what they are, or re- 
Latively confidered who/e they are; therefore believe not every ſpirit, but 
ery them by that touchitone of truth, the divine ze/timony. Religion is of 
a nature infinitely important, and calls for the greateſt caution and cir. 
cumſpection; a deception therein is of all others the moſt dreadful and 
dangerous: it is that to which men are the moſt liable, and of which they 
axe the hardeſt to be convinced; eſpecially thoſe who are taught to belicve 
without evidence. For being under the dominion of ſelf-love, and deaf 
to reaſon and revelation, they are apt to believe every thing of a ſoothing 
nature. Comfort inſtead of conformity to Gob is to them the all of 
religion, and when that is obtained by a deluſive perſuaſion of future 
happineſs, every attempt to deliver them from the fatal ſnare is treated 
as an unpardonable inſult, or an inſtance of ſuch cruelty as merits 
their warmeſt reſentment and moiſt vehement and (in their own eſteem 
moſt virtuous indignation. Such an one _ held by the cords of this 
fin, he cannot (while ſo) deliver his ſoul, nor ſay, is there not a lie in 
my right hand (Job 5. 22. Iſai. 44. 20.) being taught the art of believing 
it into a truth. His pre/umption and pleaſure by turns mutually ſupport 
each other; for being confident he is comfortable, and being comfortable 
he is therefore confident ; all is well. For according to ſuch people's ſenti- 
ments, a man mult be right, provided he thinks ſo, and does not fear 
being wrong. As if the apoſtle, when he ſaid let ws fear, had meant 
let us ruin faith, Heb. 4. 1. How very ſtriking is the contraſt drawn by 
the Holy Ghoſt between thoſe of the above character and ſuch who are 
wiſe to ſalvation, The /imple believeth every word, but the prudent looketh 
well to bis going. A wiſe man feareth and departeth from evil, out the 
fool RAGETH and is CONFIDENT, Prov. 14. 15, 16. 

As a conclufion of this particular, permit us to obſerve, that though 
faith in all the ſaints is Ie precious in it's nature; yet it is very different 
as to it's degrees in diſtin& perſons, and in the {ame perſons at different 
times, One ſays, Lord if thou canſt do any thing. Another's language 
is, If thou wilt thou canſt make me clean. And the diſciples of Jeſus, 
ia a time of darkneſs ſaid, Ne trufled it had been he. To whom he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf when they were in a ſtate of heſitation, in the following 
Lind and yet cutting words; O ye of little faith, wherefore did ye 
doubt. 

Every child of Goo is poſſeſſed of what is in it's nature an evidence of Wn: 
an intereſt in Jeſus, but they have not always light enough to diſcern it. Wn: 

"Therefore, who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth ine 
voice of his ſervant (the bleſſed Emmanuel) that walketh in darkneſs and | 
hath no light? Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his Wah 
Gop, Iſai. 50. 10. who does not deſpiſe the day of ſmall things. Ye Wc 
weak of the flock, conſider that the compaſſionate Jeſus will gather the e 

ih lambs in his arms, carry them in his boſom, and gently lead them that Wi 

1 are with young, Iſai. 40. 11. May each of the Churches be canliuus Mor 
| | without being cruel, Let none be admitted into your communities but 

11 ſuch as give evidence of the reality of their faith; and ſuch as are weak 

N in the faith receive ye, Rom. 14. 1. 

We ſhall now briefly conſider the importance of ſpecial faich in 


general. 
1. Without 


(3,7 

1. Without true faith in Jeſus there is no ſalvation to be expected from 
him, By grace are ye ſaved through faith.“ He that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned.+ He 
that believeth on him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, becauſe he hath not believed on the name of the only 
begotten ſon of Gop,t whom he hath ſet forth to be a propitiatioa 
through faith in his blood. & Neither is there any other name given under 
keaven among men whereby we mult be ſaved.|} Though men deviſe 
ten thouſand methods of ſalvation, yet if the ſcriptures be at all regarded, 
none will avail but faith in Jeſus. However, Faith may be decried as 
inſignificant, and virtue (though partial) be extolled as intitling to 
future bliſs : we wiſh you to remember what the redeemer hath ſaid, 
| am the way, and no man can come unto the father but by me. F And aa 
to the various pleas urged in favour of thoſe whoſe deportment is decent, 
though deſtitute of faith, we have only to ſay, that according to the 
ſcriptures we ought to dread being found among them who ſhall have their 
portion in a future ſtate as anbelievers—lce Luke 12. 46. 

2, It is by faith we become acquainted with the gregt and gracious 
deſigns of Gop. Reaſon could never have found out the method of ſak- 
vation; or whether it was po/ib/e for Gop to juſtify a ſinner, conſiſtent 
with his natural purity, and the righteouſnefs of his government. All the 
philoſophers on earth, and angels in heaven, could never have difcovered 
bow the perfections of Deity could be glorified, and ſinners ſaved. But 
now this wiſdom of Gop is opened up, and diſplayed by the goſpel, 
which faith receives and ſurveys, with profound reverence and holy 
onder. Faith enters into, and difcovers the very immanent acts of Gop. 
The ſecrets of Jehovah's heart are laid open to faith, through the intel- 
ligence brought by ſeſus, the meſſenger of the covenant, who lay in his 
boſom. When faith aſcends mount Calvary's ſummit, to view the 
ufering ſaviour, with the cauſes and conſequences of his dolorous death, 
hat a proſpe& opens to the believer's view ! a boundleſs eternity preſents 
elf, (Acts 4. 27. 28.) in which faith beholds the ſovereign love and 
ſolemn tranſactions of Deity, in {avour of the ſons of men, when as yet 
here was none of them. In conſequence of which covenant engagements, 
elus, in our nature, became a ſacrifice to punitive juſtice, that the 
inner might be ſaved and treated as the friend and favourits of God.““ 
aith likewiſe looks forward to an endleſs duration of celeſtial pleaſure 
nd heavenly bliſs, to which every perſon and perfection in Jehovah ſtands 
noaged (through the merit and mediation of Jeſus) to bring his choſen 
0 the full poſſeſſion and enjoyment thereof, 

3. Not only information, but conſolation is owing to faith: men, as the 
ubjeQs of it, are pronounced juſtihed ; and by it they have peace with 
10D through our Lord jeſus Chrilt; and have acceſs into the grace wherein 
iey ſtand, and rejoice in hope of promiſed glory. Rom. 5. 1-4. Hence 
imothy was ſent by the apoille to the Thefſalonians to comfort them 
encerning their faith, 1 Theſ. 3. 2. It is by faith ſaints are declared to 
e the ſons of God, and in union with Chriſt jeſus. It is by faith that all 
e, out of Chriſt's fullneſs receive, and grace for grace. Faith views all 
de divine perfections wich plcaſure ; and righteouſneſs, ſo much injured 

by 
* Eph. 2. 8. 4 Mark 16. 16. 1 John 3. 18-36. & Rom. 3.25. Acts 4. 12. 
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and follows hard after Gop.t It ſtimulates and regulates the ſoul in the 


whence real virtue flows. It purifies the heart, and is denominated b 


thoughts and intents of the heart, and his mental language often is 7 
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dy man's tranſgteſnon, ſhines with peculiar luftre in the believers ſalva. 
gion ; and as engaged in his favour, it is in the goſpel, Revealed rn 
faith to faith. Rom. 1. 17. If you are true believers, you have reaſon 
to rejoice evermore,*. even with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, 
For all things are your's, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, 
1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. | 

4. It is eſſential to acceptable worſhip. He that cometh unto Goy 
muit believe that he is, and likewiſe what he is, even a rewarder 
them who diligently” ſeek him. + Without faith our worſhip would be 
unmeaning dull formality. But by faith the beautiful character of Goy 
is ſurveyed ; his authority revered ; and the noble ends of his holy in. 
Ritutions underſtood and purſued. Through faith the heart goes out to, 


Exerciſe of all her mental powers. Fear flies from thoſe appearances and 
paths which faith points out as evil and pronounceth dangerous. Hop 
and love, with a crowd of attendant deſires, go fgfth in eager purſuit 
after that good which faith diſcovers in the great Eternal, as the foulz 
ſatisfying portion. 5 By faith the ſoul enters into the hoty of holies, ar 
finds acceſs to Gop through the blood of Jeſus. In the courſe of private 
and public duties, the believer enjoys, at times, ſweet nearneſs to Guy 
reverend and holy freedom with him, cheering expectations from hin 
and inexpreſſible delight in him. On the other hand, confeſſion, {up 
plication, praiſe, and prayer, are even offences to Gov where faith | 
not : without faith ordinances are unprofitable ; preaching 1s of no ad 
vantage, except it be mixed with faith in them that hear it: baptiſm an 
the Lord's ſupper avail nothing without faith ; they are only ſigns ard 
figures of ſpiritual things, and it is only by faith the ſacred ſignificanc 
of theſe appointments can be diſcerned, and an attendance to them ac 


companied with true pleaſure and real profit. It was by faith that Ab ge 
offered a more acceptable ſacrifice than Cain. By faith Moſes kept to 
paſſover—ſee Heb. 11. And indeed ſo important and neceſſary is it ii 
religion, that without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gop. || For whateveiſthi 


is not of faith is fin. (Rom. 14. 23. 
5. True faith is an invariable friend to holineſs, and the ſource fron 


them who well knew it's nature a mot holy faith. (Jude 20.) The be 
hever by faith conſiders him with whom he has to do is a diicerner of tl 


Gon /ceft me. ” By faith Gop dwells in his heart, and his heart cente 
in his Gop. Paith looks to the Holy Ghoſt, in the character of 
ſanctiſier, as well as to Jeſus the ſaviour. And the believer's ſoul is 
much concerned to have conſcience purified as pacified. His faith give 
full credit to the ſolemn declaration, that without holineſs no man ſn1W 
ice the Lord. Heb. 12. 14. A living faith is an avowed encmy to 4. 
works, and the beſt promoter of holy obedience. It is true, that in po 
of juſtification or per/onal acceptance with Goo, faith ſtands in oppoſito 
to the works of the law, and cannot bear a coalition, between the grace 
CoD, and the obedience of men. But for other purpoſes, faith appro! 


of the connection, and cannot bear the idea of a ſeparation, So tre 
ab 


eb. 11,6, Rom, 8. 8. ©« Heb. 4. 13. Gen, 16. 13, 
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and cloſe is 1 friendſhip between faith and holy obedience, that a diſ- 
alva. union would be it's deſtruction. As fayeth the apoſtle, Faith without 
gun works is dead, being alone. James 2. 17. Do we therefore make void 
-1ſonM the law through faith ? God forbid ; we eſtabliſh the law. Rom. 3.31. 
dom. IAs it is the very nature of faith to believe the divine teſtimony, there is 
00's, nothing it more fully credits than that true chrillians are not without law 
to (30D, but under the law to Chriſt, {1 Cor. g. 21.) Faith therefore 
points to a period, which hope longs for the arrival of, when the righteous- 
neſs 6f the law ſhall be fulfilled zu us, as well as it has been for us. 
Rom. 8. 4. In a word, faith prefers holineſs to it's own exiſtence. It 


G09 
er of 


Id be 


GovWwas brought into being (if we may ſo ſpeak) for the purpoſe of forming 
ly ig ſinners for heavenly bliſs, and accompanying them to the entrance on 
ut to perfect purity. Then will faith (and likewiſe it's companion hope) 
in theſMexpire like good old Simeon, who in raptures of joy ſaid with the ſaviour 
es andi in his arms, Now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
Hope have ſeen thy ialvation, | 
2urſuils 6. Goſpel faith is abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport the ſoul under the 
- {oulWtrying viciſſitudes of life and the agonies of death. Many are the afflictions 
s, ardWot the righteous ® in paſſing through this vale of tears. Various diſtreſſing 
private 1 and buffeting temptations combine to depreſs their ſpirits, 
1 


cruſh them down into deep deſpondency.+ But faich, in the precious 
promiſes with which the goſpel abounds, inſpires the mind with calmne/s 
and courage. Does the world appear a formidable foc? This is the 
faith i uctory whereby we overcome it, even our faith. 1 John 5. 4. The 
no adi language of Gop is, Be content with ſuch things as ye bave, I will newer 
iſm anWcave you ror for/ake you. Faith enables the believer with the apoſtle to 
ns arMYreply, So then, ade may boldly ſay the Lord is my helper, and I will not 
ihcancW/ear what man can do unto me, Heb. 13. 5, 6. Faith views Jelus at the 
hem acFtelm of all human affairs, and is perſuaded every thing ſhall work to- 
ar AbWgether for the good of them who love Gop and are called according 
-ept io his purpoſe. t 
is it ii Again, Gop declares all things under the ſun are vanity. || A belief of 
vhatcvthis prevents elevation in outward proſperity, and inordinate anxiety 
in the darkeſt providences; and influenceth the foul to forlake ee 
tor invi/ible enjoy ments, and in the molt trying ſcaſon with com poſure 
0 ſay all is cell. & 
When faith enables us to view Gop as our refuge and ſtrength, a very 
reſent help in trouble, the concluſion is, therefore will not we tear though 
we earth be removed, and though the mountains be caſt into the midit 
aF the ſca, though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the 
mountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof? (Pf. 46.) For in ſuch a ſcene 
ff confuſion and horrid deſolation, faith riſes up from amidſt the ruins of 
nature, and leads the happy ſoul to a kingdom which cannot be moved, 
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nan 11a city whoſe foundations are as firm and durable as Jehovah's throne. 
y to 4 His hand the good man faſtens on the {kies, and bids earth roll, nor 
t in poi feels her idle whirl.” © Do the ſaints tremble under a ſenſe of their 
»ppoliogown weakneſs and folly, when called to combat with the powers of dark- 
ie grace eſs? Ves; they are diſmayed when they conſider the force, the fury, 
|; appr0'Gand the fraud of that infernal hoſt. But when faith brings the cheering 
So {tro C intelligence 
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intelligence, he Gon of peace Gall bruiſe Satan under your fret ſhortly, 
(Rom. 16. 20.) their ſouls anticipate the victory, and in triumph fing, 
Me are more il an conquerors through him that loved us : for each believer 
may with confidence ſay, ** I am perſuaded that neither death nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
„things to come, nor heights, nor depths, nor any other creature ſhall 
«© be able to ſeparate us from the love of Gop which is in Chriſt Jeſys 
« our Lord, Rom. 8. 37-39. 

The laſt enemy is generally on various accounts the moſt dreaded ; but 
how often have timorous ſaints been triumphant when called to grapple 
with death : they have dared to look the king of terrors in the face with 
ſweet compoſure ; and with courage ſay, O death where is thy ling, 
O grave where is thy victory. Believing views of Jeſus as Jehovah, and 
a perſuaſion of his preſence in that perilous period will make the fecble 
ſaint become as David, who with holy boldneſs ſaid, Though I walk 
through the valley and ſhadow of death I will fear no evil, for thou art 
with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me, Pſ. 23. 4. 

Read dear brethren, read with a ſpirit of emulation, the triumphs of 
faith in Heb. 11. as exemplified in thoſe worthies, whoſe names are en- 
rolled in the eternal 1ecords of fame, and whoſe ſouls are landed ſafe on 
the peaceful ſhores of immortal bliſs. O that all of you may be followers 
of them who through faith and patience now inherit the promiſes ; that at 
laſt you may receive the end of your faith, even the ſalvation of your 
ſouls. And may you and we, in our daily addreſſes to the divine throne, 
never forget the diſciples requeſt, but make it our own, crying with holy 
fervour to the divine Jeſus,. Lord encreaſe our faith! Finally brethren, 
pray for us who are for Chriſt's ſake, 


Your willing ſervants in the goſpel. 
Signed on behalf of the | 


aſſociate brethren, by ROBERT HALL, Moderator, 
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On Tueſday evening we met at the uſual hour, after time ſpent in 
prayer and a moderator choſen, the letters from the ſeveral Churches were 
read, and minutes made of their contents. The opportunity was then 
concluded in prayer, 


On Wedneiday morning about fix, we met for prayer, in which ſeveral 
of the miniſters were engaged, | 

At or about ten, the public meeting began—our brother Evans of 
Foxton prayed—after which brother Sutcliffe of Olney. gave a brief 
account of the nature and deſign of the afforiation—brother Ryland, 
ſenior, of Northampton, preached from Rev. 3. 2. Be watchful aud 
Areng then the things which remain that are ready to die. Brother Smith, 
of Oakham, praved, and brother Hall, of Arneſby, preached from 
1 Cor. 13. 13. Now abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe three; but thi 
greateſt of theſe is charity. Brother Gill, of St. Albans, concluded the 
public meeting with prayer. 


The afternoon was ſpent in conſidering divers caſes, and in the evening 
public worſhip was again attended to, 


Brother 


A 


| 3 { 19 ) 
1, Brother Booth, of London, preached from 1 John 4. 11. Beleved, if 


ng, Wop % lowed us, we ought alſo to love one another. : 

ever ¶ Thecontents of the circular letter were afterwards read by the moderator, 
life, Nod being approved, was ordered to be printed. : 

nor W Thurſday morning we met for prayer and communicating the dealings 
hall f Gop with us, as miniſters, during the laſt year, which we (ll find 
elus Fhutually advantageous. Near twelve, the aſſociation was concluded with 
mayer by the moderator. 
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oh State of the Churches fince the laſt Aﬀociation : 

with Added upon profeſſion of faith and experience, = 39 
ing, By letters of diſmiſſion from other churches, Rs 
ble Dead, — - - - — - - 25 
valk Excluded from church communion, - - — 18 

u art Diſmiſſed to other churches, - +» - — 4 5 . 
is of | a AIG 
en- Increaſe, - + - 4 1 17 


e on N. B. The next aſſociation to be held at OlN EY, on Wedneſday, 
wers Ene 5, (I hisſun Meet not being ſuitable on the account of fairs in that 
at at Neighbourhood.) Brother Hopper and brother Guy to preach; in caſe of 
your Hailure brother Fuller and brother Gill. | 


Jt The miniſters and meſſengers to meet the evening before, 
0 7 * * , 
hav „ Put up at the Swan. 
1 n — 
* . 
NORTHAMPTON: PaixteDd ART T. DICEY, 
tor. | 


In the Preſs, or perhaps by this Time publiſhed, 
nt n HELP TO ZION's TRAVELLERS: 


then 1 


veral An ATTEMPT to remove various STUMBLING-BLOCKS 
out of the WAY, : : 


ins of 

brief RELATING TO 

anc DOCTRINAL, EXPERIMENTAL, ax PRACTICAL 
N ""TFELTGIUN; 

L 

2 By ROBERT HAL Z. 

ed the 


To be fold by Mr. George Keith, Gracechurch - Street; and 
ſens Mr. Mac Gowen, in Paternoſter- Row, London. 


rother Price 3s. or 3s. 6d. bound, 


24 —_ 
— 
ä — — a * — - — — — — — 
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5 VOL. i. Dare. 8 
c OoNTEMPLATIONS on the 


1. Diviniry of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, notion from th 
Name Jehovah, aſcribed to him above 178 Times in Scripture 
the Name Gop, aſcribed to him above 100 Times; all thy 
Divine Perfections, aſcribed to him in as full a Senſe as t 
Gop the Father, the Divine Works of Creation, Providence 
Redemption, Regeneration, the Reſurrection of the Dead, an 


Eternal Judgment; with above 70 Acts of Divine Workhi 
paid to him in Scripture, 


p : © CONTEMPLATIONS on the Divinity, Perfonality 


and gracious Operatiohs of the Holy Spirit at large, demouſtrat: 
from all the Parts of the ſacred Scriptures, 


III. CON TEMPLATIONs on the Beauties of Creation 
that is to ſay, the Sun, Moon, and Planets, the Starry Heavens 
and the Wonders of Space—the Air and it's Contents—th 
Earth and Seas the FD Bs and Animals—the Structure o 


the Human Body—and the wonderful Powers, Paſſions, and 
Immortality of the Human Soul. 


> 


IV. CONTEMPLATIONS. on a ſpecial and particula 
Providence; or a Demonſtration that al! Things in Heaven 
Earth, and Hell, muſt needs work for the Good of every, PerſQ: 


_who fearb and loves Gon the Redeemer ; ; with References t 
ſelect Books on each Head, 


By 10 HN RYLA ND, A. M. Northampton, 
|; "% 


BE de are taken 83 the Author s Friends, in Nordic 
a6 Briſtol ; and by Mr. Chatles Dilly, i in the Lune, London. 


25 Price 58, in Boazds.——Half to be paid on Subſcribing, 


3 


A few remainigg Copies may be had of the Author, of GOD' 
"EXPERIMENTAL PROBATION orixTEfiicenT AGENTS, 
a SERMON, preached at a Meeting of Minifters at Ketteringy 
1 at the Requeſt of many who heaid it, particularly the 


aſtors of the Baptiſt Churches at 2 s Scham, Cob 
Olney, Sutton, and Walgrave; 


By J. N. LAN Pier, ef * Northampton 


